


 

Middle School Campus Report 
April 21, 2016 

 

I. Life Long Learning 

a. Odyssey of the Mind 

i. We had 4 Middle School teams recently participate at the state meet.  

While none advanced, one of our Middle School teams won the Omer 

award for kindness.  Another team ran out of balsa wood and our team 

offered excess of theirs to help the other team.  The risk being if their 

structure broke, they would have nothing to rebuild with.   Our students 

without thinking offered their extra to help a competitor in need!!  It was 

an excellent moment of Griffin Character. 

b. Field Trips 

i. Our 6th grade experienced a great day at the Fort Worth Zoo on March 

28.  They students were well behaved and I heard nothing but positive 

reports. 

ii. Our 8th grade students will be going to Washington May 17 - 20.  This trip 

is always a highlight for the students that get to attend.  We wish them 

safe travel and an enlightening time. 

II. High Academic Achievement 

a. Choirs 

i. Our Middle School Choir performed at Barnes and Noble in the Parks Mall 

on Thursday night.  As always, Mrs. Dennington did an excellent job and 

we are proud of the students’ courage to sing in front of a public 

audience.  The A Capella choir was particularly entertaining with their 

Wizard of Oz theme and props!! 

b. STAAR Testing 

i. Our next round of STAAR testing is May 8-11 

1. May 8 

a. 6th, 7th Grade math and 8th Grade math retest 

2. May 9 

a. 6th and 7th Grade Reading 

b. 8th Grade Reading retest 

3. May 10 



 
a. 8th Grade Science 

4. May 11 

a. 8th Grade Social Studies 

c. Our End of Course exams for Algebra and Biology are scheduled for May 2 and 3. 

III. Parent/Community Involvement 

a. 7th Grade Field Trip 

i. Our 7th grade will be going to Austin and San Antonio April 26-28.  We will 

be sending around 130 students and close to 40 adult chaperones on the 

trip.  We hope for a safe trip and wish the kids to learn from history and 

science up close and personal.  It is always amazing to see how many 

parents are willing to attend a 2 night trip with their children and help 

chaperone!!  Talking to other Principals I always get to brag on our 

parents for how many volunteer and pay to chaperone a 7th grade field 

trip!! 

b. Graduation 

i. Our 8th grade Graduation will be held on May 26th at 7:00 pm at the 

Church on Rush Creek.  As always, each board member is a special guest 

and you are invited to attend.  If you do attend, please email Mr. Flood so 

that he can have a seat of honor prepared. 

c. Teacher Appreciation Week 

i. A big THANK YOU to the PTO for sponsoring teacher appreciation week 

this week!!  The doors decorated look great, and the teachers will enjoy 

all the goodies and well wishes.  It is nice to have a PTO that truly cares 

about teachers and wanting to let them know how much they are 

appreciated. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

ACA Middle School Academic Report 
3rd Nine Weeks Test 

April 25, 2017 
 

 
For the benefit of trying to organize the information, I am going to break this report down in 
three components:  Test Format, Results, and Plan.   The Format section will highlight how the 
tests were created, the administration of the test, and the goal of the Nine Weeks Test.  The 
Results section will include the raw data of overall percentage passing from last year and this 
year.  The Plan section will provide a brief summary of the results. 
 
  
Format: 
 

The goal of the Nine Weeks Test is to track student progress on TEKS that were covered 
in the current 9 weeks. This year, the tests were created by the teachers to allow more teacher 
input into the exams.  The questions were posed as STAAR type questions from the TEKS the 
teachers covered this past Nine Weeks grading period.  Many of the questions came from the 
Test Generator Application from our DMAC software. 

We administer the exams based upon a schedule to help divide up the amount of 
studying required in one setting.  With this in mind, we administer Social Studies, ELA, and 
Spanish exams on Monday and Tuesday before the break.  We then administer Math, Science, 
and Elective classes on Wednesday and Thursday before the break.  The four core classes were 
administered the exams via a DMAC answer document and results were tracked using our 
DMAC data disaggregation program.  In addition to the multiple choice responses, ELA and 
Social Studies administered a second day of testing that included essay and short response 
questions to help assess the student’s critical thinking and writing skills.   
 
 
Results: 
 
 The passing standard for each test is 70%.  So, the percentage below is the percent of 
students that scored at 70% or above.  For the second table, I have added the average score 
next to each percentage so we can have an additional data point of how close the average is to 
passing.  The following Results are the percentage passing results for each grade level on each 
test: 

 
 
 



 
2013-2014 School Year 3rd Nine Weeks 

Test 6 Avg 
Score 

7 Avg 
Score 

8 Avg 
Score 

Alg 1 /Bio Avg 
Score 

ELA 62% 70 63% 69 71% 76 X X 

Mathematics 79% 80 55% 68 43% 63 82% 78 

Science 59% 68 56% 68 60% 68 X X 

Social Studies 55% 69 73% 77 67% 74 X X 

 
2014-2015 School Year 3rd Nine Weeks Exam 

Test 6 Avg 
Score 

7 Avg 
Score 

8 Avg 
Score 

Alg 1 /Bio Avg 
Score 

ELA 73% 76 72% 74 89% 86 X X 

Mathematics 73% 76 46% 70 7% 50 70% 76 

Science 74% 79 84% 83 39% 66 75% 79 

Social Studies 85% 81 80% 81 68% 72 X X 

 
2015-2016 School Year 3rd Nine Weeks Exam 

Test 6 Avg 
Score 

7 Avg 
Score 

8 Avg 
Score 

Alg 1 /Bio Avg 
Score 

ELA 87% 83 72% 78 79% 78 X X 

Mathematics 61% 71 57% 69 25% 64 75% 77 

Science 87% 86 82% 81 100% 82 83% 80 

Social Studies 68% 77 86% 86 78% 77 X X 

 
2016-2017 School Year 1st Nine Weeks Exam 

Test 6 Avg 
Score 

7 Avg 
Score 

8 Avg 
Score 

Alg 1 /Bio Avg 
Score 

ELA 55% 69 65% 72 92% 79 X X 

Mathematics 54% 70 80% 78 71% 72 49% 67 

Science 67% 75 90% 85 50% 63 85% 71 

Social Studies 67% 72 78% 78 85% 81 X X 

 
2016-2017 School Year 2nd Nine Weeks Exam 

Test 6 Avg 
Score 

7 Avg 
Score 

8 Avg 
Score 

Alg 1 /Bio Avg 
Score 

ELA 63% 73 67% 76 96% 92 X X 

Mathematics 73% 78 76% 78 64% 80 45% 64 

Science 70% 76 87% 83 50% 69 56% 72 

Social Studies 62% 70 88% 83 77% 77 X X 

 



 
2016-2017 School Year 3rd Nine Weeks Exam 

Test 6 Avg 
Score 

7 Avg 
Score 

8 Avg 
Score 

Alg 1 /Bio Avg 
Score 

ELA 78% 74 96% 87 94% 88 X X 

Mathematics 67% 72 80% 80 57% 68 66% 73 

Science 87% 85 81% 81 88% 84 82% 80 

Social Studies 79% 80 78% 72 79% 80 X X 

 
  
Plans: 
 Overall, we feel the students are progressing at a rate comparable to previous years.  At 
this time, we always run into the spring cabin fever.  The teachers face the constant challenge 
of keeping students engaged and persevering through the end of the year.  This is the time of 
the year that I feel we learn the importance of grit and determination.   One area we have seen 
some growth and hope it continues on the MAP test is 7th grade mathematics.  We are 
encouraged by the work our students are putting into their studies.  We also saw growth in the 
8th grade science class and this speaks to the content specific vocabulary Mrs. Sullivan is using 
every day.  As always, we still have areas to grow, but we are hoping to receive a more realistic 
picture from the MAP test.  This year for the MAP test we are planning to test outside of the 
STAAR window to hopefully avoid test fatigue.  Finally, while we do track these scores, 
ultimately, we enjoy seeing the students grow socially as well as academically.  This is not 
normally achievable via testing, but watching our students at the Black and White Ball 
reminded me of how much our students change from 6th to 8th grade.  They enter Middle 
School as kids, and leave as young adults.  While our scores are not always as high as I would 
like, I find myself looking and holding on to the individual stories of growth from our students. 



 

Primary Principal’s Report - April 2017 

I. Students’  Lifelong Learning 

First grade students achieved the highest attendance rate for the third nine weeks, at 97.6% attendance, and 
were awarded a popsicle party.  

Mrs. Mowry has been teaching guidance lessons on problem solving, in each classroom.She discusses the brain, 
growth mindset, and ways to use your brain to problem solve.  

III. High Achievement 

Mrs. Fambrough and four teachers attended the Lead4ward conference along with Mrs. Allen. Lead4ward is a 
tool that will help teachers with curriculum planning , and creating higher level questioning. Activities in the workshop 
included STEM activities, integrating literature into Science, S.S., and Math, and how to help students increase their 

academic vocabulary. Teachers will share their learning at the next staff meeting.  

 

2nd grade students created grammar games to demonstrate their knowledge of grammar 
concepts studied throughout the year.  

 

Sandy Bell has been working with students to write poetry in 
first and second grade. Second grade students are planning a poetry reading during the 

month of April, to share their poems.  

Mrs. Vann is using the  Seesaw app with her students. This 
app is a virtual portfolio and allows parents to see what 
students are working on, and comment on their work.  

 
II.  Parent Involvement 

 
Parent University  was held Tuesday, March 28. Guest speakers were Mia Russo and Craig Sims. Mrs. Russo 

shared information about the upcoming gala and auction, and Mr. Sims shared the role assessment plays in learning. 
Attendance was lower than expected and we will be looking at ways to improve attendance for future parent universities.  
 

Parent Conferences were held on Thursday, April 13. Teachers spent time discussing the  progress of their 
students, and ways parents can help their children continue to grow academically over the summer.  

 
IV. Campus Life at ACA Primary 

 
Jump Rope For Heart was held at Primary on 
Monday, March 27. Students were able to 
jump, taste heart-healthy foods, and explore 
different areas of the heart via technology.  
 

Kindergarten students had their field trip to  Casa Manana to watch ‘Little Red Riding Hood.” First grade visited 
the Dallas Arboretum.  
  
Kindergarten students are studying the  life cycle and released butterflies and ladybugs to end their unit of study.  



 
Intermediate Principal’s Report / April 2017 

 
➔ Students / Life-Long Learning 

◆ 3rd grade field trip to the Dallas Aquarium was a wonderful learning experience for Griffins, 
outside of the classroom.  

 
 

◆ ACA’s Annual Science Night is scheduled for Thursday, April 27th.  We’ll have hands on 
activities, experiments, FW Science & Museum's Astronomy on Wheels (mobile planetarium), 
Arlington Gem/Rock & Mineral club, Scholastic Book Fair, and BBQ!  

 
 

➔ High Academic Achievement & Assessment Summary 
◆ Congratulations to our 5th grade ODM team for placing 3rd @ the state ODM competition! 

 

 



 
 

 

◆ Pizza, pizza! Way to go Mrs. Binz's homeroom class...they earned a pizza party for their 600,000 
points earned in Think Through Math w/ Mrs. Crow 

 

◆ Academic Update 
 

3rd 9wks 3rd Grade 4th Grade 5th Grade  

Math  
A Honor Roll (90+) 

86 67 57 

Reading  
A Honor Roll (90+)  

95 80 107 

TOTAL  (90+) 181 147 164 

Math  
B Honor Roll (80+) 

58 71 61 

Reading  
B Honor Roll (80+)  

57 64 58 

TOTAL  (80+) 115 135 119 

Reading Failures 1 4 0 

Math Failures  7 6 10 

Science Failures 2 1 11 

 
➔ Parent Involvement  

◆ Teacher Appreciation Week has been a HUGE treat to our teachers & staff! Thx PTO!  

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

ACA cup w/ goodies Tex-Mex Lunch  Cupcakes  Breakfast  Popcorn  

TR/2017 



 
 

◆ Attendance update: 

 3rd Grade 4th Grade 5th Grade  

3rd 9wks  96% 92% 93% 

March 2017 
 

*Classes with 98+% earn 
a popsicle party Friday, 

April 21st 

KaCook / 98% 
PHofer / 98% 

 

Eisenhower / 99% 
Crow / 98% 

 

Earl / 99% 
Long / 99% 

Prachyl / 99% 
Stuer / 98% 

 

 
➔ Campus Life at ACA Intermediate  

◆ Intermediate Griffins kicking off Texas Ranger's Opening Day! 

 
 

◆ Griffins participated in #LOVEMYSCHOOLDAY on Thursday, April 11th & wrote about why they 
loved ACA. Sample writings will be posted @ Science Night on Thursday, April 27th  

 
 

◆ New campus updates: 
● We received our official “Certificate of Occupancy”!  

 

 

TR/2017 



Department of Instructional Services 

 April 2017 

Janna Allen, Aaron Daffern, Sandy Bell, Ray Jaksa, and Ben Flores 

  

 

Instructional Team Goal:  To work diligently supporting teachers in their classroom and with all academic needs. 

 

I.  Academic 

 All members of the Instructional team are assisting teachers with academic needs 

across all grade levels 

o Daffern:  “Math Mondays” (Intermediate) to work collaboratively to target 

and improve instruction, Modeled time interval math lessons in grades 2, and 

served as DTC for the first round of STAAR testing and TELPAS 

o J. Allen and A. Daffern met with all three principals to discuss ACA’s curriculum refinement plan 

o Bell:  Expository writing and response to literature work with 1st grade classes, assist 2nd grade 

with their poetry unit and worked with teachers to create a plan for the last nine weeks 

implementing Charlotte’s Web lessons and ancient Greece, worked with 6th graders to teach and 

improve the writing process, and continue to work with dyslexic students twice a week. 

o Daffern:  Introduced the final Griffin Book Club books for the year: 

 Primary – Ramona Quimby, Age 8 by Beverly Cleary 
 Intermediate – Maniac Magee by Jerry Spinelli 
 Middle – Criss-Cross by Lynne Rae Perkins 

 

 

 

 

 PSIA History 

Year District 
Entries 

Advanced to State State Results 

2012 – 13 69 17 4 students placed  
(two 1st, one 2nd, one 6th) 

2013 – 14 88 11 6 students placed  
(one 1st, two 2nd, two 3rd, one 4th) 

2014 – 15 86 13 5 students placed  
(two 2nd, one 4th, two 5th) 

2015 – 16 90 16  
 

     

Storytelling – grade 1 
Spelling – grade 3 
Spelling – grade 3 
Spelling – grade 4 

Listening Skills – grades 4-5 
Music Memory – grades 5-6 

 

On-Site Drawing – grade 6 
Ready Writing – grade 6 

Science – grade 6 
Spelling – grade 6 

Maps, Charts, and Graphs – grade 6 
Impromptu Speaking – grades 7-8 

Modern Oratory – grades 7-8 (two students) 
Mathematics – grade 8 

Number Sense – grade 8 

 

Good Luck to all of our Griffins!!! 



 

II. ACA Curriculum Refinement 
This summer the instructional team will be collaborating with selected staff members on refining the ACA curriculum.  

Janna and Aaron have visited with each principal to discuss the process and will be visiting with each grade level or 

content team to discuss the timeline, expectations, and compensation for completing the task by the due date.  The 

instructional team will be available during June to provide support for this task.   Once the approved documents have 

been completed, they will be stored on a curriculum web page for all ACA staff.  The documents will include:  

- Year at a Glance/TEKS checklist  

- Unit plans for the first two nine weeks 

   

III. Technology – R. Jaksa and B. Flores  
Primary 

 Kindergarten teachers were trained on the newly developed Kindergarten Readiness Assessments and is 

being used to record data during the spring testing.  Data reports are also provided to the parents 

following the assessment.   

 New projectors have been installed  

 Installing telephone system on April 19 

Intermediate/new campus:  

 Cameras, door entry key cards, network works, wireless is in – new phone system will be installed on April 
19 

 Placement of the inventory tags for room locations and updated in our RCI system is not complete. 

 Boxes for the upcoming move have been purchased and delivered. 

 New projectors have been received and will be installed in May 

 Wireless speakers will be installed the week of April 17 

Middle School 

 New Chromebook Base Desktops have been received for next year’s technology courses 
 

District 

 ACA purchasing page for our website is completed and waiting for final approval. 

 Installed Meraki and security software for district use. 

 Workflow, a computer system, will organize the approved purchasing power through TxEIS. 

 Looking forward to partnering with Region 11 to install high-speed internet using Dark Fiber for all 

campuses. 

 Completed the update the staff laptops with an additional 8GB of memory and inventory all technology. 

 Touch Screen Chromebooks are being explored as replacements for the primary iPads 

 Items the Tech team is working on: 

o Planning summer tech training for staff:  Google Sites, Weebly webpages, Google Classroom, 
Chrome OS, iPad iOS, and Ubuntu OS 16.10. 

o ACA will review the current COOP's being used and will add new COOP's for next year to improve 

cost control and best pricing and bidding for future purchasing. 

o Add training manuals and video to the district website for next year: Admin, Attendance, 

Gradebook, and PIEMS 

o Clean and update the district vendor list and add the required Conflict of Interest documents for 

Local, Governmental, and EDGAR (Federal) staff, vendors, and school board 

o Completing an RFP for roof repairs and child nutrition program.  

  

IV. Professional Development 

 J. Allen, M. Fambrough and a team of primary teachers attended Lead4ward’s K-2 Conference in early 
April.  The engaging breakout sessions provided interactive lessons in Math, Science, Reading/ELA, and 
Social Studies. 






















